ghly ﬂmmmble hazardous waste spllled Wednes- :
day, only a stoné’s throw from a child’s treehouse
on an abandoned lot in theHeights. The waste was ~
ound’ during “the’ massive cleanup of the New York
vehue extension of Ravine Avenue, which starts in the
Palisade cliffs and winds down into Observer nghway be-
ween Jersey City and Hoboken.
is a'combined effont by state and city ¢ offi- -
. cialg to.reclatm an extensive area that city officials sayis
onesofthe cily's worst dumping. grounds; The garbage
Tﬂblxc road-runs past a neglected piece of pnvate
property belotiged to Ideal:Cooperage, a firm -

: ha(re—cmdmomd storage drums arid used the ot to store
drums.-While-removing one of the site’s abandoned cars, "’

195020
A O

a payloader from the citys Incinerator Autherity acciden- -

ly hit and punctured a 55-galion metal drum hidden in
he weeds. ‘Ten gallons of the unknown contents spilled
ground; feleasing a "solvent-type odor" which-
ossible danger. n they tested-
hey. got igh mete readings
‘einaniting from the'
ICE,. higbnaadmgs mdtcmedlheﬂundhadahxgh
) comem md was hu;bly combnsuble +

Sme tegulauons classlfy a subsmnce as hazmdous when
il is ignitable. The blggest danger posed by the combus-
lible liquid is that it's a fire hazard, 8ays: I..ou Manzo,. the:

‘Bxpests: gay the
danger public health. "At no time did that
anybody's life or health,” says Jim Mankowski, an en-
vironmental speciahst from the Hudson Regional Health

‘ommission. ;

Thergpilbd subuunw usembled a number of solvents

“‘iﬁ’c‘“f " of consciousness. If the fluids come in contact with.ex- -
did not cause any injuries or en- ;-
ose a threat to .

hircd to remove the splllage Inspectors say they re not -

. and test results to determine the exact nature of the tluld - sure where the waste .eame from or if there's more; lhe
will not be available for several days, say environmental ' pl:lgg:ny has been used by the public as'a dump for years.

. specialists. So at this time they can only speak in general -_

drum:that leaked was re-packed into'a-new drum,
terms about the health risks posed by solvents, Health ex- -

* along with contaminated soil from the vicinity of the leak.

ness, light headedness, headaches, blurred vision and loss - repacked drums:which contain solid-waste
taminated

y con-
-the spill.-All are clearly with yellow
 posed skin, they can also cause skin irritation. hozardgus labeld: Pending test resulis to determine

When the leakage occutred state and city environmental . “what the Razsrdous waste:fs, and how to dispose of it, the
experts say they were the only ones on the site and they  drums must rémain on the site. Legally, they can stay there
halted all” work. Clean Venture, a Perth Amboy firm . fot-ninelrdnycf before: authorities - must: tnke action to
Jicensed by the state te clean up hazardous waste, was.:

WASTE see page 7 .
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- petts say that direct inhalation of solvents can cause dizzi- ..: The drum_remaine’ on. the-site: along with. other newly -




WASTE from cover

remove them.
"The re-packed drums pose no danger to anybody unless
they’ take the top off and start eating the dm" says

. Mankowsk1

Run through the Jungle

_ Ridiculous as it sounds, Mankowski’s statement doesn’t

seem so far-fetched. Everyday the authorities have seen
people, young and old, ignoring the barriers closing off the

. toad, the banners roping off the area and the posted signs-
c~all wammg of the presence of dapgerous hazardous
L waste;:

Ofﬁcnk say they med without success to tell people to

"_Y esterday I was cussed out by a
5-year-old ’cause I wouldn’t let him
play in the drums," says John

McDonald, an environmental specialist

from JC engineering.

stay otfthe property. "Yesterday-1 was cussed out by a 5- -

year-old "cause I wouldn’t let him play in the drums,” says

" John McDonald, an environmental specialist from JC en-

gineering. "He said words 1I'd forgotten I knew. You
wonder what his parents are doing."

Afier that response and others such as "'I’'m late to my job
in Hoboken", authorities have given up trying to keep

‘ ﬂe away. Even 4s we spoke oblivious pedestrians
strolled past the site, walking their dogs or pushing shop-
“== ping carts as they would on any city street. :

Despite the public’s carefree attitude, Ravine Avenue is

" not a typxcnl city street. Along the sides of the street lie

" through the jungle of junk when they ran into the problems.

- cording to city incinerator authorities. The overgrown ‘

tires, auto wrecks, heaps of household refuse and dis-
carded appliances. ‘All this after officials have been work-
ing for afmost a week to clear up the garbage. -
The full-scale cleanup of the road and adjacent property |lii
began Thursday, September 22. Officials say they had : ,(
hoped to clear out the solid waste in a week. After the solid
waste was removed, the city engineers planned to ' |
reconstruct the road, put in new curbs and better lighting i
to prevent the persistent illegal dumping. Now street im-
provements are postponed until the spring. ) :

_ The garbage toss
Authorities were just starting to see a glimmer of daylight

on the Ideal Cooperage property. The old storage area is
located on top of the Palisades, where New York Avenue
curves. The company itself was located below the cliffs.
After the owner of Ideal Cooperage died, the neglected |
drum-littered property became one big garbage dump, ac-

vegetation and out-of-the-way location made it easy for
people to use the land as a dump. : '
Attempts to reach the owner's family have been unsuc-
cessful. A lien may be put on the property to pay for the
cost of cleaning up the firm’s neglected land, say
authorities. But, since the city can’t collect on the lien until
the land is sold, the taxpayers will have to front the cost of
the cleanup. :
Even as state and city personnel labored to restore the -
public and private property to some semblance of cleanli-
ness, dumping continued. Burnt-out auto- wrecks were
ditched under cover of the night and in broad daylight in-
spectors watched people toss garbage out their wmdows
to the cliffs below. :
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